Ethical issues in caring for patients who have suffered water-related injuries.
A person who has suffered a water-related injury is vulnerable and most likely in need of the most astute emergency and supportive medical and nursing care available. Caring for these persons from a medical and nursing perspective is challenging and additionally complicated by numerous ethical dilemmas. This article has reviewed the salient issues associated with informed consent, the erroneous perceptions frequently associated with ordinary and extraordinary treatment and the withholding and withdrawing of treatment, as well as the importance of the nurse as a patient advocate. The hallmark of effective ethical decision making about life-supportive treatment is the mutually interactive process of communication that assists patients and their families to make informed, voluntary, and competent decisions that are reflective of their values. This process of empowering the patient and family is the foundation of the role of the nurse as a patient's advocate. It is hoped that your interest in bioethics has been sparked, your understanding of these areas clarified, your decision-making skills strengthened, and your caring for people enhanced.